
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 28 June 2006] 

 p4458b-4459a 
Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Tony Simpson 

 [1] 

DRAFT CONSUMER CREDIT (WESTERN AUSTRALIA) CODE REGULATIONS AMENDMENT 
ORDER (NO. 2) 2006 

Approval - Motion 
MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Consumer Protection) [2. 52 pm]:  I move -  

(1) That this house approves the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Regulations 
Amendment Order (No 2) 2006, a copy of which was laid on the table of the house on 20 June 
2006. 

(2) That the Legislative Council be acquainted accordingly and be invited to pass a similar 
resolution. 

The purpose of the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Regulations Amendment Order (No 2) 2006 
is to adopt amendments to the Queensland Consumer Credit Regulations 1995, scheduled to be made in 
Queensland in July 2006.  Members will be aware that the approach taken in the past for adopting regulation 
amendments in Western Australia has been to seek the approval of Parliament of a draft order once regulation 
amendments are gazetted in Queensland.  Given the significant pressures to commence this legislation as soon as 
possible, I have sought advice about the options for advancing this process more quickly.  The Office of the 
Parliamentary Counsel has confirmed that, under the Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Act 1996, there is no 
legal constraint on the Parliament considering the draft order in advance of the regulation amendments being 
gazetted in Queensland.  The only constraint in this regard is that the Governor cannot make an order until the 
Queensland code regulations are amended. 

I now turn to the Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Regulations Amendment Order (No 2) 2006.  The 
draft order adopts e-commerce amendments to the Queensland regulations.  These regulation amendments 
complement the electronic transactions amendments to the code contained in the Queensland Consumer Credit 
and Trade Measurement Amendment Act 2006.  The e-commerce amendments emanated from the post-
implementation review of the Consumer Credit Code, which recommended that the existing electronic 
transactions legislation be utilised and built upon to ensure that the code regulated transactions that could be 
made electronically.  The regulation amends a number of sections to clarify how they apply if there is an 
electronic communication, inserts print or type requirements for electronic communications and lists the 
transactions, documents or information that must not be made, given or provided by electronic communication. 

For the benefit of members, I will now briefly explain Western Australia’s arrangements for adopting 
amendments to the Consumer Credit Code Regulations.  Western Australia is a signatory to the Australian 
Uniform Credit Laws Agreement 1993, which commits Western Australia to maintaining uniform consumer 
credit laws.  The Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Act 1996 was amended in July 2003 to enable the 
template consumer credit code regulations as set out in the Consumer Credit (Queensland) Act 1994 to apply as 
law in Western Australia.  These reforms included a provision whereby amendments made to the code and 
regulations in Queensland will apply in Western Australia only following an order being published in the 
Government Gazette by the Governor.  An order cannot, however, be made in Western Australia unless each 
house of Parliament has first approved the draft order.  The adoption of these regulation amendments is seen as 
urgent, as any delays in Western Australia’s adoption processes will have serious implications for credit 
providers wishing to roll out significant national system changes to accommodate the e-commerce provisions.  

In closing, I commend the motion to the house so that these provisions can be implemented.  This will ensure 
that laws governing consumer credit in Western Australia remain consistent with credit laws applicable 
throughout Australia.  

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Serpentine-Jarrahdale) [2.56 pm]:  The opposition supports the carriage of this motion 
through the house.  It is great to see the development of e-commerce and the use of electronic payment for credit 
consumers.  It is the way of the future.  I wish the house would join this future, and utilise the laptops we have in 
the house.  I note that today I have three bundles of Hansard duplicates to check, which could be done as an e-
mail and sent back.  I think we waste a lot of paper.  I support the minister in the e-commerce amendments, and I 
thank the house for its time. 

Question put and passed. 
 


